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Aims of  the session

O To inform you how we teach reading in 
key stage 1

O To understand some of  the key 
reading and comprehension skills 
children need

O To provide you with helpful strategies 
you can use to support your child with 
reading at home



Teaching reading in KS1
O Guided Reading is a teaching technique teachers use to 

support and develop children’s reading and their 
comprehension of  different types of  texts

We teach and recap reading strategies that the children can 
use to help them understand the text 
These are strategies that we encourage the children to use at 
home too! 
KS1 strategies are weighted towards decoding and include: 

O Sounding out new words using their phonic knowledge
O Splitting up longer words 
O Practicing high frequency words
O Syntactic cues - the position a word holds in a sentence 

will cue the listener or reader as to the word
O Contextual cues – children using their knowledge of  a text 

type to help them to decode unfamiliar words



Teaching reading in KS1
O We then focus on different types 

of  questions about the text to 
develop their comprehension 
skills and the meaning of  the text 
for themselves

* See Assessment focus handout given out.



Teaching reading in KS1

We are now going to read ‘Peace At 
Last’ by Jill Murphy.

Throughout the story, we are going to 
refer to our decoding strategies so 
that you can see these ‘in practice’ 
and also think about how we would 
ask a wide range of  questions about 
the text. 



Teaching reading in KS1
High frequency words we will come 
across in our story:

*

The children might then ‘hunt the 
word’ in the text



Activity

O Can you think of  a question for each 
comprehension skill for the pages in 
the book?

You may even ask questions about the 
picture as pictures are important for 
supporting key comprehension skills, 
such as inference skills, in KS1



Supporting your child

O The guided reading strategies and 
techniques can be used when 
reading with your child at home 

O (Remember to take a AF hand out 
with question ideas before you 
leave) 

O The handouts of  ideas for 
developing your child’s decoding 
skills



O Choosing quality and current 
books for your child to read 

O It’s a good idea to shadow 
national book awards for 
example:

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


High Frequency words and 
tricky words

We are going to be handing out a table of  200 HFW

High frequency words are quite simply those words which 
occur most frequently in written material, for example, 
"and", "the", "as" and "it". 
They are often words that have little meaning on their own, 
but they do contribute a great deal to the meaning of  a 
sentence. 
Some of  the high frequency words can be sounded out 
using basic phonic rules, e.g. "it" is an easy word to read 
using phonics. 
However, many of  the high frequency words are not 
phonically regular and are therefore hard to read in the 
early stages. These words are sometimes called tricky 
words



So how do children learn tricky 
words?

Silly sentence game
O Use one set of  word cards. Spread the word 

cards out face down. Pick 3 cards and turn 
them face up, say the words as they are 
turned up…

O over water have
O Try and make up a silly sentence that includes 

all 3 words on the cards.

Practice!



Helpful Hints
O Little and often 

O Fun short bursts of  reading every day will make a bigger 
difference to fluency than reading for long periods once a week. 

O A mix of  reading with and reading to children 

O Reading for purpose 

O Don’t feel that children should only be reading the material we 
send home. Encourage them to read labels on food, words on 
screen, comics etc. 

O Comprehension - it is really important that children are 
asked questions about what they are reading to ensure 
understanding. 

O Reading records 

O Applying strategies 








